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A LETTER FROM SIR SAMUEL W. BAKER. 



The following letter, kindly communicated by Col. 
C. Chaille-Long, is an interesting and authoritative 
contribution to the history of exploration in the Nile 
basin : 

Copy. Bath, England, 6 May, 1893. 

Grand Pump Room Hotel. 

Dear Colonel Chaille-Long : 

We returned from India a few weeks ago, and have 
not yet been home, as I wished to benefit by the Bath 
waters before the commencement of the Summer. 

Your letter of 29th April has been forwarded to me 
and it is quite possible that the communication to which 
you allude from the Secty. of the " World's Congress 
Auxiliary " may be lying at Sandford Orleigh, with the 
accumulation of correspondence which generally awaits 
me after an absence of seven months, but at present I 
know nothing about it and never heard a word con- 
cerning it. 

Gessi was the first to reach the Southern extremity 
of the Albert Nyanza, not in a steamer, but in one of 
the steel life-boats which I took out. He wrote to me 
an interesting account, and described the river (Sem- 
liki), but he did not know the name, as he dared not 
land, * * * all the natives being hostile. He described 
the river to me as about 400 yards wide, with a very 
rapid current which the boat could not stem. The 
water was very much discolored, reddish, and had 
caused so great a deposit that shallows had been cre- 
ated, and it was difficult to discover a channel suffi- 
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ciently deep for the boat, which being 10 tons, drew 3 
ft. 6 in. of water. Gessi was nearly wrecked afterward. 
Mason subsequently was sent by Gordon in the steamer 
" Pioneer," 300 tons, which I had taken out. After 
that Gordon took to pieces the " Khedive,'' 100 tons, 
that I had taken out, and constructed at Gondokoro. 
Gordon was employed during two seasons in dragging 
this steamer through the Bedden, and the Moogi* rapids 
up to the last fall, 12 miles from Duffli.f there he took 
her to pieces, and remounted her for the lake, where 
she is at present. 

When Mason went round the lake in the " Pioneer," 
300 tons, hg had instructions from Gordon not to land, 
as his force was very small. He accordingly went 
round, but did not examine the shores minutely as he 
cut off the various bays. When at Cairo, after his re- 
turn, he gave Lady Baker a bottle of water that he had 
brought from the lake as a curiosity. I understood him 
distinctly to say that he had not seen any river enter- 
ing the lake ; and he considered it to be a backwater 
of the Victoria Nile. I told him what Gessi had de- 
scribed to me respecting the large river which supplied 
the lake at the South. He did not appear to credit 
Gessi's statement. 

Of course, it is impossible to become minutely ac- 
quainted with such a lake without a careful and length- 
ened investigation. You require a small rowing boat 
that only draws a couple of feet of water, as the great 
masses of floating vegetation and ambatch wood would 
conceal the mouths of rivers. It took me a considerable 

* Muggi. \ Dufile. 
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time before I could determine that the Victoria Nile 
was an affluent and not an arm of the lake, as the 
water was devoid of any perceptible current. 

I don't know whether you ever passed by the direct 
fall, twelve miles below Duffli, where Gordon was 
stopped when dragging the steamer up the river, and 
where he was obliged to take her to pieces ? 

That spot is just below the junction of the Assua 
River, if I remember rightly, flowing through a rocky 
gorge opposite Gebel Kukka range. 

The river is certainly not more than eighty yards 
across, although it is the entire Nile ! 

The engineers have now suggested that a great dam 
or weir, with controlling gates (barrage), shall be con- 
structed at that pass. Such a work would raise the 
level of the Albert N'Yanza to completely inundate the 
Semliki Valley and to extend the lake close up to the 
Ruenzori Mountain. 

It is my opinion that the rocks which I saw in 1864 
in that narrow pass, forming isolated masses like piers 
of an old bridge, have been more or less washed away, 
and that would account for the lowering of the level of 
the Albert N'Yanza, which Emin described as extraor- 
dinary during his experience of the locality. 

Many persons criticise descriptions of lakes and 
rivers without taking into consideration the constant 
changes that must occur where vast masses of water are 
moving without control. 

When I first saw the Murchison Falls on the Victoria 
Nile it was difficult to believe that so large a river 
could squeeze itself into a mere spout or shoot, thus 
jammed between the vertical cliffs upon either side. 
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If, by constant abrasion, a cliff or mass of rock were 
to fall away, and thus enlarge the passage, the level of 
the upper stream would immediately be lowered ! Such 
changes must be always taking place, more or less fre- 
quent, and the level must be continually varying. 

It is very annoying that your work has not been 
more prominently dwelt upon, as you were absolutely 
the first to visit M'Tese from the north. Although I 
was for some years in constant communication with 
him, I never wished to actually cross over the border 
from Unyoro, as I wanted to keep upon the best of 
terms with M'Tese, and I knew how easy this is when 
interchanging civilities from a distance, but how diffi- 
cult it becomes when you are the guest of an African 
potentate, and your feathers are daily plucked until you 
become as bare as a boiled fowl. 

If I were you I should write to Capt. Lugard to care 
of the Rl. Geographical Socty. 1 Savile Row, London, 
and ask him to have your Ibrahim lake thoroughly ex- 
amined. He may already know something about it, 
and you deserve that the discovery should always be 
coupled with your name. 

As you know, there is a lamentable amount of petty 
jealousy in all the affairs of life, but above all, unfor- 
tunately, in explorations. You did a great amount of 
good work for Gordon, and should I ever have to 
speak or write upon the subject of the Nile sources I 
should never forget to emphasize the fact. 

Believe me, 

Sincerely yours, 
Saml. W. Baker. 



